Thank you for the excellent synchrotron article {Eos, February 11,1997, pp. 61-62). However, the "first light" experiments at the Advanced Photon Source (APS) at Argonne National Laboratory on December 20,1996, do not "mark the dawn of a new era of rock and mineral physics." Third-generation syn chrotron radiation sources have been used at the Cornell CHESS facility for geoscience re search for many years. For example, we used this facility with Barnes Bierck and Tammo Steenhuis to study consolidation and flow in geophysical materials in 1994. Richard Dick, Arthur Ruoff, William Bassett, and others were working in this third-generation facility with geophysical materials before that time. What APS at Argonne National Laboratory of fers is the first "dedicated" third-generation ra diation source for geoscience research. As such, December 20, 1996, does not "mark the dawn" but marks the acceptance and much wider availability of synchrotron radiation as a geosciences research tool. This is an excit ing new opportunity for the geoscience com munity. [1997] .
The database package previously in cluded the Paleointensity Database, but this is now being expanded and updated and should be available separately in July. A global database for magnetostratigraphy is currently being compiled by M. McElhinny, N. Opdyke, and S. Pisarevsky and should be available later this year.
